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W CHIEF MINISTER'S KELIEF FUND.

" hs every one is aware, widesprsad distress has been caused in
‘meny varts of our country due to floods and other netural calamifies
perticularly in Bihar, Utter Pradesh, Madres and Maharashifa. The .
demage and distresshave been on =n unprecedented sqezle. The Prime

. Minister has started the Prime Minister's Relief Fund to help the -

" sufferers of natural oalamities in the country and hes mede a fervent

‘appeal for substantisl donations and subhscriptionsi :

i In our own State, some parts of Ratnagiri district heve been
‘bedly hit by eyelone reozutly., The damage and distress caused by the
syelone is extensive and widespread. Some lives heve heen lost and the
© mavec in terms of damege to property, crops and foodgrains is appelling.
¥ Dne Mahsrashira Govermment is no doubt taking 211 mensures possible for

. it 4o mitigate the hardships of the people in the cyclonehit areas of
‘Ratre giri district. Just as the Government is moking its own afforts,
it is essential that overy individual and orgsnisstion in the State
- ghould come forward to lend a helping hand %o the sufferers in these
‘areas and supplement the Government's efforts in 2 aubgtantial menner,

The besic economy of these areas has been shaken os & result of mango
and coconut trecs having been uprooted by the cyclone. Congidering
that it takes some years for new plantations to bear fruit, the econo-

“mic 1ife of the agricwlturists in these areas would continue %o ve
 adyersely affected for some years to come as a result ¢f the cyclone,

Relief on a large scale is therefore needed, Meterials, such as = B
corrugated sheets, tiles etec. have to be rushed for the repakis of the =
damaged houses. Houses, cattle sheds and grain berns which have been ... °
‘blown off have to be reconstructed, :

% 1% 18 the [duty of 3%1 in Mahareshtra to go to the help of the
sufferers in our Stete as well os those in other parte of the country.
With a view to charnelise this help in & proper memner, it hosbeen :
deo%ge Chief Minister's Relief Fund immediantely. The

shirg would contribute 2 suitable smount from . '} :
5 Fund %o the Prime Minigter's Relief Pund apd =~

: éi;ble effort a e in the State and meet thé~existing
~ requirements of the situ-ation both within the Stzte and in other
' parts of sountry. ’

4. The cause is one whieh brooks neither half-hearted effort = -
nor deley andit is hoped thet every institution dnd individual will .
contribute handsomely to the Chief Minister's Relief Bund. Every S
dore tion, however, small would be weloome znd my be mddressed to the .
General Secretary, Chief Miniter's Relief Pund, Chief Minister's
Secretarist, Sachivaly, Bombay, Cheques should be crossed oend clesrly
made out in favour of "The Chief Minister's Relief Pund! e

© . " As an initial step in the effort st collectio n's for the Chief
Minister's Relief Pund, it is proposed to oxgenise & show in which J
leading film persunalities will iparticipate and also to bring out a 7
Souvernir on that occasion. Two Committiees hove heen formsd for these
. purposes. The film industry, industrialists, businessmen and others
' in our State hove always taken leeding part in lending whole-hearted
. support to such noble gnuses, i
Lo While I eppeal to one and all to give genercusly to the Punéd,
: 1 fsel confident the dividusls and organisations in Maharashitra State
- and specially in our metropoliten city of Bombay will not spare any -~
effort needed to swell the Chief Minister's Relief Bund to the maximum
. pogsible extent. : | S
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' Sechivalys, Bombey : 15th December 1966,
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